2011 US Open Meeting Minutes
Friday May 20, 2011 – M&M Hunting Preserve Clubhouse

The meeting was called to order by Phil Murray at 7:00PM on May 20, 2011.  Phil asked for the roll call by Glynne Moseley.

Those present:

Industry 

Scott Grange – Browning




    Patrick Thomas – Rio Ammunition

Brent Fleming – GP Traps




    John Bauer – Remington Arms Co., Inc.

Betty Krieghoff – Krieghoff International


    John “Mo” Parsons – Target Setter
 

Jay Delphey – No Fly Zone




    Bruce Ney – The Stock Market Bruce Ney & Son

John Commerford – NRA




    Phil Murray – White Flyer Targets


Ellie Schad – Promatic, Inc.





Range Owners/Managers


David Fiedler – Battleborn Sporting Clays & Shooting School
    Richard Lanzilotta – Mid Hudson Sporting Clays      
George Hopkins – Hopkins Game Farm
 David Niederer – Fossil Pointe Sporting Grounds 
Frieda Lancaster – Claythorne Lodge       


    Randy Voss – Caribou Gun Club 


Anthony Matarese, Sr – M& M Sporting Clays
Shooters

Vance Barnes – Hondo, TX




Todd Kemmerer - OH





Dan Cluff – Cape May, NJ




Robert Lepor – Cape May, NJ

Jeff Demmon – Tacoma, WA




Derek Moore – Chester, NJ

Don Henderson – Marco Island, FL 






Those absent;

Industry

Mike McAlpine – Clay Target Academy



Lonesome Charlie Parker – Lonesome Charlie’s

David Clifford – iClays





Andrew Perkins – Show Me Sports Corp.
Range Owners/Managers

Joe B Cantey III – Hermitage Farms Shooting Sports

Michael Mohr – Seven Springs Mountain Resort


Jeff Foster – Capitol City Trap & Skeet



David Rippetoe – Silverleaf Shotgun Sports
Scott Robertson – Elm Fork Shotgun Sports


Tim Miles – Coyote Springs Sporting
Shooters

Brian E. Brewton – Winnfield, LA



Steve Schultz – McAllen, TX

Bill Dennis – Seaford, DE




Kirk Todd – Cleo MI
Joe Kennedy – Los Altos, CA




Jerry Veneklasen – Overland Park, KS
Adam K. Pinto –  Henderson, NV



Harry Wiley – Dona Ana, NM

Guests Present were:
Dieter Krieghoff – Krieghoff International


Sam Lancaster – Claythorne Lodge

Jim Ingvalson – Caribou Gun Club



Randy Tinsley – PA Delegate

Phil Murray thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  Phil announced that there is a meeting with the Skeet Board of Directors in Indiana, next week.  Those representing NSCA who will attend the meeting are Phil Murray and Robert Crow.  Michael Hampton, Jr. will also attend the meeting.  Phil voiced his disappointment with those who are not present at the US Open to show support to the host club, M&M Sporting Clays, and the Advisory Council.  Phil also said he was disappointed that the Executive Council meeting had to be cancelled due to lack of attendance.  Phil said there is a disconnect and that the members of the Advisory Council need to be present at these meetings, so we can all work together for the association. 

Robert Crow gave a report on the current stats for NSCA.  Memberships as of May 15, 2011 are at 20,091 which is 493 ahead of last year on the same date with a net gain of 581 Life Members since last year.  Target totals are at 6.2 million which is 779,000 over last year.  Shoot totals are down 105 from last year at this time.  Total number of clubs are up by 3.
The new 2011 rule changes that were recently voted on are on an insert sheet, which are included in all 2010 rulebooks.  The new rules will also be added to the online rule book.  All 15 items passed and all went into effect immediately.  The $.04 per target rule is optional until July 1, 2011, at which time it will be mandatory for clubs to charge $.04 per target at every registered shoot.  NSCA charged $.04 per target for the World English Sporting Clays Championship.  We have currently collected $5,000 in target fees from shoots collecting $.04 per target.  It was voted that State Association cannot charge over $.03 per target at any registered shoot in states that have associations.
It was also voted that the 7 Zones will be replaced by 5 Regions which are: North East Region, South East Region, North Central Region, South Central Region and Western Region.  The 5 Regional Championships will go through a bid process and voted on by the delegates with-in each region.  These Regional Championships will be added to the Team USA selection shoots process which requires the shooters to attend these shoots if they are trying to earn Team USA points.

2011 is an election year.  Delegate nomination forms will be sent during the month of July, to all current NSCA Delegates and to anyone who would like to run for a Delegate position.  Please encourage people to apply for delegate positions.  Anyone running for NSCA Delegate must have shot a minimum of 500 registered targets during the 2010 and the 2011 shoot year. Delegate ballots for each state will be put together and mailed to all current members in each state, during the month of August.  The term of office is for two years, from January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2013.
Regional Delegate nomination forms will be sent during the month of September, to all newly elected NSCA Delegates within each Region.  Regional Delegate ballots will be put together and mailed to all current NSCA Delegates in each state, during the month of October.  The term of office is for two years, from January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2013.

Advisory Council nomination forms will be sent during the month of November, to all current NSCA Advisory Council Members and anyone who would like to run for an Advisory Council position.  Please encourage people to apply for Advisory Council positions.  Anyone running for NSCA Advisory Council must have shot a minimum of 500 registered targets during the 2010 and the 2011 shoot year. Advisory Council ballots will be put together and mailed to all current Delegates in each state, during the month of December.  The term of office is for two years, from January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2013.

New for 2012, Executive Council nominations will be accepted from January 1-15. Executive Council election will be the first order of business Friday afternoon, during the January 2012 Advisory Council meeting.  Ballots will be made and handed out during the meeting.  All newly elected Advisory Council members present will vote for the Executive Council.  The newly elected Executive Council will take office, immediately.  The term of office is for two years, from the date of the January 2012 meeting through the Executive Council elections during the January 2014 meeting.
Michael Hampton, Jr. stated that with this being an election year we should all try to encourage new members or anyone who has never held office to run for any of the position up for election.

Robert Crow stated that the NPA class system is running alongside of the punch system for this whole shoot year.  You can view both types of classification for yourself on the NSCA website.  Please encourage members to view both classification types and send their comments and opinions in writing, to NSCA Headquarters.  All items received, regarding the class systems, will be reviewed during the January 2012 Advisory Council meeting.  We have encouraged our members to look for the NPA system information posted on Target Talk, in Sporting Clays Magazine and in Clay Shooting USA.
Robert Crow announced there are two clubs that have bid to host the 2013 US Open, they are: Backwoods Quail Club in Georgetown, SC and Hopkins Game Farm in Kennedyville, MD.  Please review the bids in your binder; you will be voting for the 2013 location at the Nationals Advisory Council meeting in October.

Randy Voss and Jim Ingvalson gave an update on the 2012 US Open which will be held at Caribou Gun Club.  Preparations for the US Open are going quite well.  The improvements to the grounds are just about completed.  The administrative part continues to be worked on.  We are continually looking at areas to improve, to make this a great US Open event.  Locally, we have many friends and neighbors offering to volunteer to help with whatever needs to be done.  Online registration went live, here at the 2011 US Open.  We are located in the vendor tent; please help spread the word that we are taking registrations while we are here.

Robert Crow gave an update on the 2011 Nationals.  At this time we have 627 people signed up, which are 100+ entries ahead of last year at the same time.  We will offer New Style FITASC where all classes and concurrent entries will shoot the same targets.  We will have 2 sub gauge courses set up, one will be for the 20 gauge, Side X Side and Pump Gun events and the other will be set for the 28 gauge and .410 bore events.  We have 223 entries for the Super Sporting event.  Thank you, Brent Fleming for setting great Super Sporting targets at the 2011 World English.  
The 2012 World FITASC Championship will be held at Northbrook Sports Club in Illinois.  Northbrook is currently building new trails in preparation for the Championship.

The new Region map is in the binder.  The 7 Zones have been replaced with 5 Regions.  Regional Championship bid criteria, went out to all clubs via email and was posted on Target Talk, as well. Bid proposals must be returned to Region Directors no later than June 1.  All voting must be completed by June 15.  Region Directors will send the names of the clubs hosting the Region Championships to the Competition Committee where one Regional Championship will be held each month. The US Open and the Nationals will be included in the monthly shoot qualifiers from April through October.  Each club will provide their choice of 3 dates preferred on their bid form for the Region Championship.  The competition committee will select the date for each Region Championship so there will be no overlap in the dates.  The North Central Regional Championship has already been awarded because J&H Hunt Club was previously approved in 2010 to hold the 2012 Zone Shoot.  Since the Zones have become Regions J&H Hunt Club was awarded the Regional Shoot for 2012.

The 2011 Hall of Fame inductees have been chosen. They will be awarded at the 2011 Hall of Fame Banquet October 27, 2011. The 2011 inductees are: Charlie Wilson – Hill Adams Youth Award; Gil Ash – Hal DuPont Service Award and Jack Johnson and Scott Downs will both receive Shooter Awards.  The Hall of Fame Banquet will be held at the Marriott, same as last year.  We will not have any other event going on the night of the banquet in hopes of raising attendance for the banquet.   
Jeff Demmon gave the Team USA report.  The 2011 Team USA Sporting swept the gold medals at the World English Sporting Clays Championship.  The team members actually worked as a Team this year. Advice was given by the team members who had shot the targets, to those who had not shot.  

The Team USA meeting was held last night May 19, at the Holiday Inn in, Swedesboro, NJ.  It was poorly attended, only 13 of the 35 Team USA Sporting and FITASC team members were present; however, we still had a very productive meeting, for those who attended.  Those present were:  Open Team – Gebben Miles and Byron Justice; Lady Team – Paula Moore and Michelle Wampler; Junior Team – David Radulovich; Veteran Team – Paul Oppegard, Randy Travalia, Larry Corbett, William Awve and Dan Carlisle; Super Veteran Team – Michael Taylor, John Hackethorn and Bob Davis.
The K-80 tickets are selling well; Krieghoff has sold all of their tickets as well as NSCA Headquarters.  Only Team USA members have K-80 tickets to sell.  750-800 E-Z-GO tickets have been sold of the 1,000 tickets that were printed; with plans to print another 1,000 tickets.  The Pro Challenge held at the World English Sporting Clays Championship, raised approximately $3500 for Team USA.  We have high hopes for Team USA FITASC to come home with gold.  The World FITASC Championship is full with a waiting list for further entries.

Michael Hampton, Jr. stated that the World English Sporting Clays Championship will be held in England next year.  The new CPSA Executive Council in England will be working with NSCA to produce a World English Sporting Clays Championship in 2012.  We need to have a concrete relationship with a group in England, so we can continue having a Team USA Sporting team and event to send them to. 

Louise Terry gave the Long Range Planning Committee and Financial Report.  The finance committee is made up of 3 Skeet Directors and 3 Sporting Clays Advisory Council Members.  A review of the investment portfolio shows that we are doing well, so far this year.  The stock market seems to have made a come back.  We have planned a conservative budget for 2011.  We held the largest ACUI event ever, which helps our bottom line.  The lead reclamation project yielded 224 barrels of lead at 3,000 – 3,200 pounds per barrel.  The additional money brought in by these two items alone will help us start some of the upgrades that are planned for the National Shooting Complex.  We plan to connect to city water, which will help us make improvements to the RV Park.  We have plans to improve the Rifle Pistol range, which will allow us to open it up for more use; therefore creating another income source.  However, we need to make it a safe place to shoot by raising the berms and adding baffles and concrete shooting lanes.  The NSCA Executive Council asked if we could put in a paved cart path on the lower sporting courses.  We are planning on getting this done before Nationals.  We are in good shape financially, if gas prices will hold steady and not go up any further.  

Long Rang Planning Committee items – the National Shooting Complex (NSC) membership is very successful. An NSC membership also gets a new member a membership in either NSSA or NSCA.  There has been very little progress regarding the National Recreational Shooting Association (NRSA).  Brian Brewton and Debbie Perry have written items for the NRSA.  Joe Kennedy sent another write up in April.  The original proposal for the NRSA has not been accepted.  Please read the items enclosed in the binder and give your input to the NSCA Executive Council regarding the NSRA.  The Skeet Board of Directors will be meeting on Thursday next week, May 26.  One of the items of discussion will be proposals made by Joe Kennedy.

Concerns regarding the Master Plan and over spending during a bad economy, have been voiced.  We need to build a new maintenance barn and a comfort station/restroom area on the lower Skeet fields.  Vendors would like new, larger vendor spaces.  There is talk of building new vendor buildings on the west side of the club house.

The Director of Development Position is in a holding pattern.  A new job description needs to be developed before we advance any further.  There is an agreement that we need to do something to get the recreational shooter into the fold; the key question is how to do it.

The Master Plan has been prioritized as to what items will be done first.  Several vendors have expresses interest in new vendor buildings. Vendors wanting new buildings must put money down before we will build anything. 

The main bunker trap fields will be set up for use by the end of May or early June.  We have the traps; we just need to set them up in the bunker.  The only time the bunker in the stadium field will not be available for use will be during the World Skeet Championship.  
Robert Crow announced the upcoming Advisory Council Meeting will be held at NSCA during the Nationals on October 26, 2011 followed by the January meeting on January 27-29, 2012.  The January meeting will be three days, starting on Friday and ending on Sunday, with Sunday being half a day.

The minutes for the January 2011 Advisory Council Meeting were sent to all Advisory Council Members for review prior to this meeting.  A motion to approve the minutes was made by Dave Fiedler. Motion was seconded by Vance Barnes. Motion carried; the minutes were approved.  

One of the main items brought up for improvement on the World English Sporting Clays survey was security on the grounds.  The security measures need to be outlined for Nationals so everyone knows what we are doing while they are at the National Shooting Complex for Nationals.  For instance, parking permits were given to all shooters, workers and staff.  Security guards are to stop any vehicle that did not have a permit.  Suggestions have been made to have security guards are in plain clothes so they are not recognized as such.  There are new security cameras on the grounds.  If you have any other ideas for improving security please contact Headquarters. Increased security measures are planned for Nationals.  
The US Open in Tunica, MS last year had 819 shooters in the Main event; this year the US Open at M&M in NJ had 939 entries in the Main event with a total of 1,030 entries for the 2011 US Open.

New Business – Brent Fleming brought up the fact that the 2011 ACUI event was the biggest that NSC has ever held.  Brent asked the question; why are most of these young shooters NOT members of NSCA or NSSA?  Brent suggested that we give CLM memberships to those who are not members.  We should do the same for the 4-H shooters who come to the Texas State and the National 4-H shoots.  Brent understands that the ACUI will be taken in by the SCTP program.  This is food for thought for later discussion.

A motion was made by David Fiedler, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by John Bauer.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:36PM.

