What’s Your Call?

By Dr. King Heiple

Most all of us have moments on the skeet field where we feel somehow that the fates conspire against us. The bird takes a sudden dip as the trigger is pulled or the referee calls a sharp “no bird” just before we smoke the target just because he/she was conscious of giving a slow pull! Our instinct is to feel that we ought to have a better chance in the first instance or given the dead bird in the second. But mostly we know better if we stop and think about the rules.

Registered shooting is just getting serious in the northern states, and Will Quick and his squad were shooting a two-gun, (12 and 20) one-day Spring Open at their club. Will clearly takes after his name as he is an exceptionally quick shooter. He usually breaks outgoing singles before they are half-way to the center stake. And the first bird of doubles if anything a little earlier. He mostly thinks that helps as the bird has less time to be affected by any wind. But sometimes it also gets him in trouble.

Today he was shooting very well in the 12 gauge event. He was straight for the first round and only off one bird the second round, despite some gusty wind conditions. His squad leader, Larry Laconic, broke his Station 1 birds handily. Will as second shooter stepped up, loaded and shot his singles. No problem. But when he loaded and called for his doubles, the high house threw broken. Will moves so quickly that he hammered the largest fragment almost reflexively, but realizing it was broken, didn’t fire at the second bird.

His referee Mark Major said, “Broken bird, nothing established,” and Will replaced the fired shell. When he then called for his doubles again, this time the high house threw at least six feet or more outside—perhaps from a bird fragment on the arm from the previous shot. Despite this, and before Mark could react, Will made a lighting move and smoked the wild high house bird; perhaps he was off his timing with this came back and his head loose, he fired over the low house! “Jeeze,” he exclaimed, “that stupid bird was six or eight feet outside. No way that was a ‘regular target.’ I should get a ‘no bird’ for a wild target like that!” Mark just shook his head and said, “Sorry, but you’re just too fast. That’s dead and lost. Option, low house.”

What’s Your Call?

We all sympathize with Will, but his super quickness on first birds—handy for shoot-off doubles and windy conditions—has gotten him in trouble here. The rule is quite clear. Rule III-C-5. No claim of irregularity shall be allowed, either on singles or doubles, where the target or targets were actually fired upon and alleged irregularity consists of deviation from the prescribed line of flight, or because of an alleged quick pull or slow pull, unless the referee has distinctly called no bird prior to the firing of the shot. Otherwise, if the shooter fires, the result shall be scored. The referee shall have final say as to whether he/she called no bird before the shooter fired.
Will accepted this with a frown but after the round finished, he asked Mark, “Was that wild enough that if I hadn’t shot, you would have given me a ‘no bird’ and a repeat or would you have called a ‘balk’ on me?”

 Mark is an experienced referee and thinking about it for a moment replied, “Almost certainly I would have given you a ‘no bird.’ Not just with birds that appear to be a bit wind blown, but if it’s really wild and you don’t shoot at it, I would give you a ‘no bird’ in most instances, even if I thought it questionable, at least the first time!”

Query? We have an influx of new shooters each spring as the weather gets nice—and their behavior frequently bothers me. There are several that I observed at our club in the last several weeks. None of their rounds happened during registered shooting so there was no referee present to speak to the shooters involved, just one of the high school kids pulling practice rounds. What would you do about each of these circumstances? 

First one: This new shooter has an older over-under I think he inherited from his old man. Anyway, it has extractors, not ejectors, so when he fires and then breaks the gun, the fired shells still sit in his barrels. He continually leaves the station with them still in the gun and doesn’t take them out, sometimes almost until he is going to shoot the next station. 

KH: Rule III-G-6 When not on the shooting station, the gun shall be carried with breech open and empty. Pumps and automatics will have the bolt open. Fixed breech (double barrels including over-and-unders and side-by-sides) will be broken open and empty. The shooter needs to be spoken to, and simply state, “Joe, the rules require that you empty your gun BEFORE leaving the station. Even if it’s just the fired shells!”

Second: Another guy who just started has a very excessive follow through! On Station 2 or 3 high house, for instance, his barrel will carry through to at least the Station 5 shooting station. If we didn’t have fences, he would end up pointing at the next field’s Station 4!

KH: III-G-5 The loaded gun shall be kept pointed in a direction that will not endanger the lives of shooters, field personnel or spectators. He is close to violating this safely rule and, without the fence, would clearly be in violation. I would personally speak to anyone who consistently carried their follow-through significantly past the opposite trap house.

Last: This same guy frequently slings his broken open over-under over his shoulder with the barrels pointing backwards! Particularly if he seems annoyed by his shooting on that station, so then, when he turns around you have to move back to avoid getting hit and even so the barrels swing through the squad. 

KH: If he has emptied his gun of the fired shells, I guess he is not technically guilty of a safely or rules violation, but certainly a serious one of etiquette, and one I would not tolerate for a single round! I have encountered it and promptly ask the offender to reverse his carry to barrels forward and down, pointing out that I don’t want anybody’s barrel pointing at me! So called “empty” or not! 
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Queries! If you have a rules question or an interesting or questionable “call” at your shoot you can reach Dr. Heiple directly via e-mail at kingheiple@ameritech.net. He promises a prompt response.

