NSSA President’s Letter

Thoughts on Target 

Standards—and other issues
By Jim Gast

NSSA National Target Standards have recently garnered much attention, discussion and email activity among our members. The determination of standards levels presents a paradox, as it is both more complex and less important than realized by many members.

Only a small percentage of our membership has achieved target standards in any recent year, though these members represent a large percentage of targets registered each year. These members are many of our most active, visible (and vocal) participants. The decision was made over the last two years to lower the standards in the hope that more members would be encouraged to achieve this goal. As this did not occur, the Executive Committee (EC) returned to the past (higher) standards requirements, and due to many comments and complaints, revisited the decision and took time to canvas most of the directors through their EC committeemen to attempt to achieve a consensus.

During the EC discussion, some issues became evident: 1) there is no compelling reason to require a greater number of 12 gauge targets (a relic of past years when the “All Gauge Championship” was a particular matter of prestige) and 2) the World 12 Gauge Championship is currently a 150-target event. As additional travel and time off are required to meet doubles standards, they should remain at 500 targets for open and concurrent standards requirements.

Open standards primarily affect those 50–70 shooters with opportunity for Open All-American Teams selection, and the (reduced) concurrent standards affect members trying to attain Concurrent All-American Teams. For many members, attaining the Standard Award (pin) is an indication of pride, continued support, and passion for the sport they love and the very special social group of like-minded folks with whom they spend their leisure time.

STANDARDS FOR 2012

By a narrow survey preference taken by the directors and EC Committee, standards for 2012 have been set at 1,000 targets in the four singles events and 500 in doubles for the Open Teams. For the Concurrent Teams, the standards are 800 in the singles events and 500 for doubles (with the exception of reduced minimums for Sub-Junior, Senior Vet and Super Vet.) The national standards issue will continue to be discussed this year and revisited at the annual Director’s Meeting in October. If you have a strong opinion, please voice it to your director this season!

Notes and asides 

Recent years of success in the growth and expansion of sporting clays has been spectacular. This growth has allowed our Association to remain strong and profitable, so we must recognize, support and embrace this growth and activity, even as we work to increase the numbers of skeet targets and membership. Many skeet and sporting clays members are using their crossfire membership to register targets in both sports. You will be surprised how many shooters you meet from your local clubs and associations as you participate. Debbi Perry (NSSA) and Mary Pitts (NSCA) are actively exploring a recreational (non-registered shooting) membership concept and a social media marketing initiative. Give them your support and ideas and take part when the opportunity arises. The continued success of our Association depends on forward movement and development.

Try not to think about these items between doubles on Station 4, as I recently did at a shoot in Miami. John Bratty will say, “LOOOOOOOOOST!”

